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the maintenance of Dantzig as a Free City in the sense
that it could not be fortified or occupied by troops, and
with substantial concessions in administration, including
even a representative in the Reich." Colonel Beck " had
let it be understood that he was ready to concede Germany
much in the matter of the internal administration of the
city, and also in its external relations."
All this, however, whatever might be its value, or that
of many other things, had already vanished into the dusk
of the past at the date of the Russo-German pact which,
owing to its documentary importance and its immediate
consequences, I chose as my starting point.
Mr. Chamberlain was quick to grasp its implications,
and as early as August 22nd he drew up a despatch, the
reading of which, in the English Blue Book, constitutes in
the light of after events a damning accusation against the
Fiihrer, to whom Sir Nevile Henderson handed it on the
afternoon of August 23rd. Certain passages of it appeared,
perhaps, too mild and too conciliatory amid the fever
which held Europe breathless with suspense, but with the
passing of time the mildness of the words and the wish to
conciliate evident in the suggestions have assumed the
greatest value, since they condemn the vague, lying and
wholly negative response of the Master of the Reich, and
reveal to how great an extent Great Britain, through the
voice of Mr. Chamberlain, and France, through that of
M. Daladier, toiled and struggled to avert from their
peoples the threatened scourge of war.
On this ground, therefore, I think it necessary, without
fear of labouring this presentation of events in true
perspective, to reproduce this memorable document
which was translated and published in the German
White Book.